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Dr. Richt came to Kansas State University in 2008 as The Regents Distinguished Professor and 

Kansas Bioscience Eminent Scholar. In 2010, he became Director of the Department of 

Homeland Security Center of Excellence for Emerging and Zoonotic Animal Diseases 

(CEEZAD) which is working with Principal Investigators in 16 different universities, as well as 

various international and industrial partners. He received his Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine 

(DVM) from the University of Munich and PhD in Virology and Immunology from the 

University of Giessen, both in Germany. After coming to the United States in 1989, he 

completed three years of postdoctoral/residency studies at The Johns Hopkins University and 

later served for eight years as a Veterinary Medical Officer at the National Animal Disease 

Center (USDA) in Ames, Iowa. He has edited several books, published more than 180 

manuscripts and raised more than $38 million in grants for veterinary research since 2008. 

His work in veterinary microbiology has focused mainly on the animal-human interface, called 

“One Health,” that links human medicine, veterinary medicine and the environment. The overall 

goal is to develop strategies to identify, control and/or eradicate agents with zoonotic potential, 

that is, animal infections which have the potential to harm both humans and animals.  For 

example, in the area of influenza viruses, Dr. Richt established the first reverse genetics system 

for swine influenza virus (SIV) and made seminal contributions to the development of modified 

live SIV vaccines and to understanding the virulence of the reconstructed 1918 “Spanish Flu” 

virus in livestock and poultry. He also identified an atypical  Bovine Spongiform 

Encephalopathy (BSE - known as “Mad Cow Disease”) case with a potential pathogenic 

mutation and developed the first prion protein Knock-Out cattle resistant to prion infection.  

Other scientific interests include Rift Valley Fever, African Swine Fever, Vesicular Stomatitis, 

Schmallenberg, Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease and Borna Disease. 


